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UPCOMING EVENTS

e FEBRUARY 10—-11
BACKPACKING—BLACK
DIAMOND MINES

« FEBRUARY 24
T88 BIKE RIDE

e MARCH 2—4
KLONDIKE DERBY

e MARCH 17
T88 HIKE

= APRIL 21-22
BACKPACKING—PT. REYES

< APRIL 28
DouBLE DIPSEA HIKE

e MAY 19-20
HAT BACKPACKING TRIP

« MAY 19-—-20
T88 CAMPING TRIP

THE TRAIL TO EAGLE

Many compare scouting and
the pursuit of the Eagle Rank to the
climbing of a tall mountain. When
you attend a Court of
Honor, you might hear
speeches about the trail
and its many twists and
turns. In reality, it is a lot
like a trail up a mountain.
The trail starts off in a
parking lot, where your
parents drop you off. It
usually starts out pretty
easygoing, and gets more
and more involved as time
passes.

In your first year of
scouting, you cover a lot of
ground in very little time.
You learn the basics of
camping, first aid, and out-
door skills. You look up to
the older scouts who were
in your place just a few
years ago. What you don’t
realize is that you are con-
ditioning yourself for the
rest of your journey. All
the skills you acquire were
meant for you to pass on to
future scouts.

Once you’ve learned the
basic skills of being a
scout, you start to learn
how to teach them. You
might start off as an Assistant Patrol
Leader or a Scribe, but through trial
and error, you learn about what works
and what doesn’t. You start to learn
about respect and integrity as well as
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more specific, more advanced skills.
This is the most fun part because you
get to set the pace and the lessons you
choose to learn. A
scout might learn how
to make his own rope
and rig up a lifeguard
tower at camp, or he
might choose to learn
about water quality
and resource manage-
ment. This phase of
scouting uses merit
badges as a forum to
let the scout discover
topics he might be in-
terested in.
The third and final phase
is the part where the scout
applies the lessons he’s
learned. He might be the
Patrol Leader or Senior
Patrol Leader now and he
has to use what he’s
learned about respect to
command it. He is now
the older scout that the
Tenderfeet look up to.
He has to show his own
integrity to teach younger
scouts about it.  This
really is like the final
climb up the steep rocky
face to the summit. Al-
though he does not have
to climb it alone, he does have to want
to get to the top. He has to complete
about twice as many merit badges

as he
(Continued on page 2)
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already has and use his leadership
skills to complete a service project.
This phase of scouting is the most re-

warding because you can see
the difference you make in
the troop.

The eagle badge to
me means giving back to
scouting at least what it gave
to you. Scouting is training
for boys to become respect-
ful and honest men.

It puts on a fa-

now you must
guide others
along their way

cade so that boys don’t realize that

The fact that a boy is an Eagle Scout has always carried with it a special sig-
nificance, not only in Scouting but also as he enters higher education, business or
industry, and community service. The award is a performance-based achievement
whose standards have been well-maintained over the years. Not every boy who
joins a Boy Scout troop earns the Eagle Scout rank; only about 5 percent of all
Boy Scouts do so. This represents more than 1.7 million Boy Scouts who have
earned the rank since 1912. Nevertheless, the goals of Scouting — citizenship train-
ing, character development, and personal fitness — remain important for all

Scouts, whether or not they attain the Eagle Scout rank.

what they’re really doing is not just camp-
ing and learning about the outdoors, but
learning about life.

Once you have
reached the summit of the
mountain and completed your
journey, it is not quite over,
because now you must guide
others along their way. It is
the most rewarding experience
I have had, and | know | would
regret it if 1 had come so far,

and not finished the journey.
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